Bacteremia on an obstetric-gynecologic service.
In a one-year evaluation of the Obstetric-Gynecologic Services of the Los Angeles County University of Southern California Medical Center, bacteremia was confirmed on 144 occasions in 139 patients. This represented an over-all incidence of 7/1,000 admissions with gram-negative bacteremia observed in 3.1/1,000 admissions. There were four deaths in this series. The most frequently recovered aerobes were Escherichia coli, enterococci, and beta hemolytic streptococci, not Group A or D, while the most commonly isolated anaerobes were peptostreptococci, peptococci, and Bacteroides. These patterns of bacterial isolation should be acknowledged in antibiotic strategies for septic patients. There is a positive correlation between the incidence of intrapartum maternal and fetal monitoring and postpartum maternal bacteremia. The oncology patients were the most seriously ill women with bacteremia.